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About Siren’s Tale Productions

Siren’s Tale Productions is an independent corporation that produces films written and
directed by Kim Cummings. Weeki Wachee Girls will be the first feature film produced
by Siren’s Tale and is based on the award-winning short of the same name. Filmmaker
Cummings 1is intrigued by stories that reflect the vastness of human emotional range,
especially as felt and lived out by women and girls. Her vision offers viewers the chance
to experience, and perhaps relate to, a life that may be different from their own on the
outside—be it a girl under the magical spell of her first homosexual relationship, a
depressed woman who is helped by the spectre of her younger self, or co-workers who’s
symbiotic working relationship threatens to blossom into an adulterous affair.
Cummings’ artistic goal centers on expanding the worldview of her viewers.

About the Film

It’s another hot summer in Central Florida and fifteen-year-old best friends Katie and
Maura spend their days dreaming about mermaid camp at Florida's Weeki Wachee
Spring and timing how long they can hold their breath in a four-foot-deep above-ground
pool. Bucking their Pentecostal upbringing and defying their parents, the girls enlist the
help of a reluctant former mermaid and church outcast, Maggie, in their quest. Their
friendship and their dreams start to unravel when Katie sees Maura kissing another girl.
Drowning in confusion and jealousy, Katie sets into motion a series of events that could
result in Maura’s being sent away to be "cured”—unless Katie can figure out a way to
undo the damage. Weeki Wachee Girls is the timeless story of girls on the cusp of
womenhood, and the complexity of naviagating the divide between the two.

Inspiration

In 2006, the film short Weeki Wachee Girls was screened at the International Jackson
Heights Food and Film Festival to enthusiastic audience acclaim. After the screening, a
group of teenagers from Generation Q, a safe haven for lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) teens in Queens, NY, told Cummings that they had come to the
festival just to see Weeki Wachee Girls and that they had loved it. They shared with her
heart-breaking stories of straight friends who had rejected them; they quoted statistics
from various sources that show how 97% of students in public high schools report
regularly hearing homophobic remarks from peers, 53% report hearing such comments
made by school staff, and 41.7% of LGBT youth do not feel safe in their schools because
they are gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender. Surprised to learn that most teens still face
rampant homophobia in their schools and in their lives, Cummings knew she needed to
make a feature.
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The Success of the Short

"The one to watch is Cummings’ Weeki Wachee Girls."--Steve Persall, St. Pete Times

The short film Weeki Wachee Girls has played in more than 70 film festivals around the
world and has won several “best of” awards, including from the Chicago Lesbian and
Gay International Film festival, Philadelphia Gay & Lesbian Film Festival, and Crested
Butte Reel Fest. It was also a finalist for best short film at the 2000 Taos Talking Picture
Festival. Distributed by AtomFilms, Weeki Wachee Girls has aired on KQED, San
Fransciso’s PBS station, and on NY Metro Channels’ cable stations.

Fundraising Proposal

It will take between $250,000 and $500,000 to produce. Cummings plans to raise these
funds through a series of events, grants, and private donations. The first fundraising event
was held on Thursday, November 8 and was a good start to her fundraising efforts. Once
she raises some money privately, Cummings will begin applying for grants from both
government agencies and private foundations such as NYSCA, Jerome Foundation,
Creative Capital, and Women in Film.

Charity Support

Weeki Wachee Girls is a sponsored project of Fractured Atlas, a nonprofit arts service
organization. Contributions in behalf of Weeki Wachee Girls may be made payable to
Fractured Atlas and are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law.

Intentions

The film will be shot on super-16mm and finished on HD, which can be blown up to
35mm for distribution. Cummings used this process in a more recent short film, Flower
of a Girl, with excellent results. Cummings has worked intermittently on the script for
Weeki Wachee Girls over the past few years was inspired to re-visit after the script the
short played in 2006 to a sold out house and rave reviews. She realized there was still a
strong desire for a lesbian film with a positive message. She began in earnest to ready the
film for production. For the role of Maggie, a forty-something former mermaid who helps
Katie and Maura in their quest to get to Weeki Wachee Spring, Cummings will approach
name actresses like Holly Hunter, Julianne Moore, and Laura Linney, who have done
brilliant work in independent films. For the roles of Katie and Maura, Cummings will
seek out young actresses who are interested in breaking out of little girl roles, much like
Evan Rachel Wood did with her exceptional performance in Thirteen.
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Budget

The budget of Weeki Wachee Girls will range from $250,000 to $500,000. At the lower
end, Cummings will shoot the film on hi-definition video; at the higher end, it will be
shot on super-16mm, which can be transferred to 35mm. The range also includes varying
levels of cast and crew compensation.

Timeline

Over a period of 18 months, and through a series of fundraising events and proposals,
Kim Cummings will raise enough money to start production of the film in Spring, 2009.
Actual shooting will take three weeks followed by four to six months for editing. Weeki
Wachee Girls will be ready for festival submissions in fall, 2009.

Festival Markets

* Toronto International Film Festival

* Sundance Film Festival

* Telluride Film Festival

¢ Cannes Film Festival & Market

* Los Angeles Independent Film Festival

* New York Film Festival

¢ Slamdance

¢ Seattle International Film Festival*

* South by Southwest

* Berlin International Film Festival & Market

* Frameline - The San Francisco Gay & Lesbian Film Festival*
* New Fest — the New York LGBT Film Festival*
* Florida Film Festival*

* Palm Springs International Film Festival*

* Chicago International Film Festival

* Hamptons International Film Festival

* Austin Heart of Film Festival

* Madcat International Film Festival (Women focused)
* Moondance Film Festival (Women focused)

* Venice International Film Festival

¢ Rotterdam International Film Festival

*indicates festivals where the film short Weeki Wachee Girls played. Cummings’ reputation with these
festivals improve the likelihood that Weeki Wachee Girls the feature will be accepted



Weeki Wachee Girls

a feature film by: Kim Cummings

Reviews for Weeki Wachee Girls
the short film:

"The one to watch is Cummings' WEEKI WACHEE GIRLS..."
St. Petersburg Times

"WEEKI WACHEE GIRLS is a beautifully shot film that expertly captures a hot

summer filled with growing pains and new discoveries."
Image Out, Rochester Lesbian & Gay Film & Video Festival

“The [short films] that stick with me are WEEKI WACHEE GIRLS by Kim
Cummings, a coming of age story with wonderfully self-possessed

performances by three teenage girls...”
THE ROAD TO TAOS by Stuart Hynson Culpepper, Film Threat Magazine

“A keenly observed coming-of-age story told with affection.”
Orlando Weekly

About the film

Weeki Wachee Girls is a feature length script based on the
award winning short film of the same name.

FILM SYNOPSIS:

15-year-old best friends Katie and Maura dream of
attending mermaid camp at Florida's annual Weeki
Wachee Spring. Going against their Pentecostal
upbringing, they defy their parents and enlist the help of
a reluctant former mermaid and church outcast Maggie
in their quest. But everything goes awry when Katie
reveals that she saw Maura kissing another girl. Maura
will be sent away to be "cured" unless Katie can undo
the damage.

Y About the filmmaker

Kim Cummings is the writer/director of Weeki Wachee
Girls, a 20-minute short, which played in over seventy
festivals around the world. It picked up three “best of”
awards and was a finalist at Taos in 2000. It aired on San
Francisco's PBS station and NY Metro Channels and is
distributed by Atomfilms. Previous writing credits
include a one-act play, Lunch at Tom's Ham & Eggery,
which was a finalist at New York's Strawberry One-Act
Festival in 2004. Her most recent film, a 5-minute
experimental piece, Flower of a Girl premiered at the
Staten Island Film Festival. She is currently working on
the feature length version of Weeki Wachee Girls
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Awards watch

inners of two of the most
Whlghly anticipated awards

will be announced this
weekend.

The Taos Land Grant Award offers
five acres of land to a filmmaker who
“demonstrates a passion and inven-
tiveness in using the moving image to
tell our stories.” Four filmmakers
already have won Cerro Montoso land
near Taos: Gary Walkow, Constance
Marks, Chris Eyre and David Riker A
fifth landowner will be announced at
the Awards Gala party Saturday (April
I5) at the Taos Country Club.

Finalists for the 2000 Land Grant
Award are:

¢ Jeremy Stein (“The Photograph-
er’).

* Sandra Osawa (“On and Off the
Res with Charlie Hill").

* Daniel Yoon (“Post Concussion”).

* Deborah Hoffman and Frances
Reid (“Long Night's Journey into Day”).

Jurors include Ellen. Osbome of
Taos Talking Pictures; Jeff and Jean-
- Marie Jackson of Taos Land and Film
Company; Alton Walpole of Moun-
tainair Films; and 1999 Land Grant win-
ner David Riker:

The land Grant Award is spon-
sored by the Taos Land and Film Com-
pany, along with KTAO Solar 1019 FM.

The Georges Melies Award recog-
nizes filmmakers of short works with
great promise. The award comes with
up to $20,000 in film, lab service and
equipment rentals and is given to a
director who “demonstrates the most
creative and powerful use of the short
film form.”

Winners are chosen by a jury of
professional filmmakers. The award is
named for one of the

mmmmwper-

Courtesy Daniel Yoon
Daniel Yoon, director of “Post
Concussion,” is one of the fin-
alists for the Taos Land Grant
Award.

former Georges Melies, who was an
early innovator in fiction film,

gians of early

The finalists for the 2000 G
Melies Award include: i
» “Weeki Wachee Girls,” di

by Kim Cummings.
: ” by
Martin Nowak.

* “Flight of the Stone, directed by
Susanne Horizon-Franzel.

* “In God We Trust,” directed by
Jason Reitman.

* “Dolphins,” directed by Farhad

The award is sponsored bv Kodak,
Seattle Post Affiliates and Ultrasonic
DigTital.

For descriptions of these films and
the- entire festival program, visit
WWW, or call Taos Pic-
tures at 751-0637 for a schedule.




SECTION W

Where Hollywood
rarely ventures

These films, featured at the
11th annual Tampa Bay
International Gay and
Lesbian Film Festival, take
pride in community and
culture.

By STEVE PERSALL
Times Film Critic

[ PREVIEW

The 11th annual Tampa Bay
International Gay and Lesbian
Film Festival, today through Oct.
15 at Tampa Theatre, 711 N
Franklin St. in downtown
Tampa. Single-event tickets are
sold at the box office for $7.
Two ticket packages are avail-
able: Six-event passes ($35) and
all-access Crown Circle passes
($95). For more information,
visit the festival Web site at
http:/Aww.pridefilmfest.com or
call (813) 231-8270.

7 p.m. — Just for You Girlsis a
short-films sampler including six
works. The one to watch is Cum-
‘mings' Weeki Wachee Girls, in
which two girls share a crush near
the mermaid haven. Cummings, a
Countryside High School graduate,
couldn’t arrange filming at the
tourist attraction. Instead, New Jer-
sey subs for Hernando County.

9 p.m. — Seven brief films make

up the collection, Fun in Boy's Shorts.

Wednesday

7 p.m. — Muriel’s Parents Have
Had It! when their daughter moves
out and falls in love with another
woman. French with English subti-
tles. The short films, Love, Ltd. and
Mother’s Day open the program.

9:15 p.m. — Gypsy Boys follows
lonely gay men cruising San Fran-
cisco nightclubs. An ensemble cast
captures the romantic highs and
sometimes decadent lows of look-
ing for Mr. Right.

INSIDE: FILM 4 VIDEO 19 NIGHT LIFE 23 ART 29 GET AWAY 32 STAGE 34 POP 39 SHOP ¢

. TAMPA BAYL'S WEEKLY ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE

OCTOBER 5. 2000
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Festival
Chick Flicks '
Finding a film that exemplifies the angst of the urban -
@irl becomes so much easier this week, thanks to Th k H f G l
“Heres Looking at You Kid!,” a film festival for and an eaven or Ir S
about girls. Screening sessions on growing up, gender
bending, complicated relationships, sports, and the Strong women have been the subject of films, and film festivals, for generations.
pitfalls of young love. (In the sports session, check . : . . . .
out “Live and Let Ride.” a documentary on skate- (Katharine Hepburn. Gloria Swanson. Bette Davis!) But the idea of a celluloid strong girl
boarding whizzes, followed by live skateboarding and seems to occur only sporadically. And when she does find her way into Hollywood, she's
double-Dutch demos. While a few of the films are . p . .
okay for younger girls, most are geared for the 11- either eye candy (Clueless) or animated (The Little Mermaid, Pocahontas). Lyn Pentecost
plus crowd. * 10/19-23; Anthology Film Archives, 32 Sec- knows better. As an indie-film buff who jugt happens to be the boss at the Lower Eastside

ond Ave., at 2nd St. (212-982-1633); $5 per session, $3

Kkids 17 and younger. Girls Club, she got wind of a serious gap between what she was seeing in theaters and what

else is being produced. “Most of what's out there in the mass market are unrealistic
scenarios for real life,” she says from her office off gritty Avenue B. “Girls should be
looking at intelligent, more provocative work.” A year ago, Pentecost contacted everyone
she knew in the business and
asked for submissions to what
she envisioned as the first film
festival for and about girls. The
screening committee, which
included 12 Girls Club members
and 24 women from the film
industry, had to agree on what
would be included. Beginning
Thursday, “Here’s Looking at
You Kid!” (anironic title, given
that Casablanca’s llsa was
mesmerizing but not par-
ticularly strong) opens at
Anthology Film Archives (32
Second Avenue, at 2nd Street)
for a five-day run of features,
shorts, documentaries, and
animation that tells true-to-life
stories of girls dealing with
girls, boys, sex, parents, school,
sports, and societal expec-
tations. The festival also
includes dance parties with live D.).'s—disk jockettes, for the record—heavy discussion

groups, and live poetry slams. (See “Children’s Events.”) S.A.
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One Night

36 0! ARTS MAGAZINE # JUNE-JULY 2000

Best friends Kartie and Maura have dreamed
of \x‘cm;; f,\xll of Iht ]:\; mrrm.u\i \li-!‘»'\ ¢4
Weeki Wachee Springs for years. It’s the

summer of 79, they're 15 and everything i

changing, especially when Katie discovers a
secret that threatens to destroy their friend-
ship. Writer/Director K

nally planned a Florida production, but

ummings origi-

moved the film to New York after casting

problems and other obstacles.

Changing Directions

In Seprember 1967, as Sweden prep

change direcrions from driving on the
driving on the right hand side of the road,

Rev. Erik Larsson, respected pillar of the

community, takes it upon himself to |
the townsfolk through the transition. But
when Sarah, a British engineer’s wife, arrives

in che village, he surprises himself by |

go of the past and facing the future. The
film stars Krister Henriksson, a top Swedish
actor, and Sarah Douglas, who was in

Superman I and I and Conan The Destroyer.

One Night

Shot in black and white, this 12-minute
film is a psychological drama about two
women trapped in an apartment together in
the dead of night. One is Lorna, an elderly
woman, the other is Dionne, a young girl
who may be barely escaping rape or may be
a knife-wielding criminal. Written and
directed by Veena Sud.
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