
 
About Siren’s Tale Productions 

 
Siren’s Tale Productions is an independent corporation that produces films written and 
directed by Kim Cummings. Weeki Wachee Girls will be the first feature film produced 
by Siren’s Tale and is based on the award-winning short of the same name. Filmmaker 
Cummings is intrigued by stories that reflect the vastness of human emotional range, 
especially as felt and lived out by women and girls.  Her vision offers viewers the chance 
to experience, and perhaps relate to, a life that may be different from their own on the 
outside—be it a girl under the magical spell of her first homosexual relationship, a 
depressed woman who is helped by the spectre of her younger self, or co-workers who’s 
symbiotic working relationship threatens to blossom into an adulterous affair. 
Cummings’ artistic goal centers on expanding the worldview of her viewers. 

 
About the Film 
 
It’s another hot summer in Central Florida and fifteen-year-old best friends Katie and 
Maura spend their days dreaming about mermaid camp at Florida's Weeki Wachee 
Spring and timing how long they can hold their breath in a four-foot-deep above-ground 
pool. Bucking their Pentecostal upbringing and defying their parents, the girls enlist the 
help of a reluctant former mermaid and church outcast, Maggie, in their quest. Their 
friendship and their dreams start to unravel when Katie sees Maura kissing another girl. 
Drowning in confusion and jealousy, Katie sets into motion a series of events that could 
result in Maura’s being sent away to be "cured”—unless Katie can figure out a way to 
undo the damage. Weeki Wachee Girls is the timeless story of girls on the cusp of 
womenhood, and the complexity of naviagating the divide between the two. 
 
Inspiration 
 
In 2006, the film short Weeki Wachee Girls was screened at the International Jackson 
Heights Food and Film Festival to enthusiastic audience acclaim.  After the screening, a 
group of teenagers from Generation Q, a safe haven for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) teens in Queens, NY, told Cummings that they had come to the 
festival just to see Weeki Wachee Girls and that they had loved it. They shared with her 
heart-breaking stories of straight friends who had rejected them; they quoted statistics 
from various sources that show how 97% of students in public high schools report 
regularly hearing homophobic remarks from peers, 53% report hearing such comments 
made by school staff, and 41.7% of LGBT youth do not feel safe in their schools because 
they are gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender. Surprised to learn that most teens still face 
rampant homophobia in their schools and in their lives, Cummings knew she needed to 
make a feature.



 
The Success of the Short 
 
"The one to watch is Cummings’ Weeki Wachee Girls."--Steve Persall, St. Pete Times 
 
The short film Weeki Wachee Girls has played in more than 70 film festivals around the 
world and has won several “best of” awards, including from the Chicago Lesbian and 
Gay International Film festival, Philadelphia Gay & Lesbian Film Festival, and Crested 
Butte Reel Fest. It was also a finalist for best short film at the 2000 Taos Talking Picture 
Festival. Distributed by AtomFilms, Weeki Wachee Girls has aired on KQED, San 
Fransciso’s PBS station, and on NY Metro Channels’ cable stations.   

 
Fundraising Proposal 
 
It will take between $250,000 and $500,000 to produce. Cummings plans to raise these 
funds through a series of events, grants, and private donations. The first fundraising event 
was held on Thursday, November 8 and was a good start to her fundraising efforts.  Once 
she raises some money privately, Cummings will begin applying for grants from both 
government agencies and private foundations such as NYSCA, Jerome Foundation, 
Creative Capital, and Women in Film.   
 

Charity Support 
 
Weeki Wachee Girls is a sponsored project of Fractured Atlas, a nonprofit arts service 
organization. Contributions in behalf of Weeki Wachee Girls may be made payable to 
Fractured Atlas and are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law.  

 
Intentions 
 
The film will be shot on super-16mm and finished on HD, which can be blown up to 
35mm for distribution. Cummings used this process in a more recent short film, Flower 
of a Girl, with excellent results. Cummings has worked intermittently on the script for 
Weeki Wachee Girls over the past few years was inspired to re-visit after the script the 
short played in 2006 to a sold out house and rave reviews.  She realized there was still a 
strong desire for a lesbian film with a positive message.  She began in earnest to ready the 
film for production. For the role of Maggie, a forty-something former mermaid who helps 
Katie and Maura in their quest to get to Weeki Wachee Spring, Cummings will approach 
name actresses like Holly Hunter, Julianne Moore, and Laura Linney, who have done 
brilliant work in independent films. For the roles of Katie and Maura, Cummings will 
seek out young actresses who are interested in breaking out of little girl roles, much like 
Evan Rachel Wood did with her exceptional performance in Thirteen. 



 
Budget 
 
The budget of Weeki Wachee Girls will range from $250,000 to $500,000. At the lower 
end, Cummings will shoot the film on hi-definition video; at the higher end, it will be 
shot on super-16mm, which can be transferred to 35mm. The range also includes varying 
levels of cast and crew compensation. 
  
Timeline 
 
Over a period of 18 months, and through a series of fundraising events and proposals, 
Kim Cummings will raise enough money to start production of the film in Spring, 2009. 
Actual shooting will take three weeks followed by four to six months for editing.  Weeki 
Wachee Girls will be ready for festival submissions in fall, 2009.    
 
Festival Markets 
 

• Toronto International Film Festival 
• Sundance Film Festival 
• Telluride Film Festival 
• Cannes Film Festival & Market 
• Los Angeles Independent Film Festival 
• New York Film Festival 
• Slamdance 
• Seattle International Film Festival* 
• South by Southwest 
• Berlin International Film Festival & Market 
• Frameline - The San Francisco Gay & Lesbian Film Festival* 
• New Fest – the New York LGBT Film Festival* 
• Florida Film Festival* 
• Palm Springs International Film Festival* 
• Chicago International Film Festival 
• Hamptons International Film Festival 
• Austin Heart of Film Festival 
• Madcat International Film Festival (Women focused) 
• Moondance Film Festival (Women focused) 
• Venice International Film Festival 
• Rotterdam International Film Festival 

 
*indicates festivals where the film short Weeki Wachee Girls played. Cummings’ reputation with these 
festivals improve the likelihood that Weeki Wachee Girls the feature will be accepted 
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